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Judges to hear NC election 
districts arguments Friday 


BY ANNE BLYTHE 
ablythe@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

As 2017 drew to a close, an 
often-repeated phrase among 
observers of North Carolina 
politics was the only thing cer- 
tain about the 2018 elections 
was uncertainty. 

With the filing period for can- 
didates seeking state House and 
Senate seats set to open in mid- 
February, the lines for the elec- 
tion districts remain unclear. 


North Carolina lawmakers 
have canceled primaries for all 
judicial races and continue to 
weigh new options for how judg- 
es at all levels of state court get 
to the bench. 

Answers to some of the linger- 
ing questions might emerge 
early in January as federal judg- 
es hold hearings on a case that 
will determine the shape of 
election district maps for state 
legislative races. 

A three-judge panel has 
scheduled a hearing in federal 
court Jan. 5 to get feedback on 


the district maps drawn by 
Nathaniel Persily, a Stanford 
University law professor hired 
by the court to review maps 
adopted by the Republican-led 
General Assembly in late Au- 
gust. 

Persily’s assignment came 
almost 15 months after the three 
federal judges - James Wynn of 
the 4th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals and Catherine Eagles 
and Thomas Schroeder, both of 
the U.S. Middle District of 
North Carolina - ruled that 28 of 
North Carolina’s 170 districts 


used to elect legislators from 
2011 to 2016 were unconstitu- 
tional racial gerrymanders that 
weakened the statewide influ- 
ence of black voters. 

The lawmakers appealed the 
decision, but the U.S. Supreme 
Court unanimously upheld the 
ruling in June, leaving no ques- 
tion that lawmakers would have 
to redraw districts before the 
2018 elections. In July, after 
lawmakers still had not present- 
ed new maps to the court with 
proposed fixes for the unconsti- 
tutional districts, Eagles and 


Wynn questioned whether legis- 
lators were taking their order 
seriously. 


WAITING FOR ANSWERS 

Now, it’s lawmakers who are 
waiting for the judges to let 
them know whether the maps 
adopted in late August still in- 
clude racial gerrymanders, as 
the challengers contend, as well 
as violations of the state consti- 
tution that prohibit unnecessary 
redrawing of election districts in 
the middle of the decade. 

At the 9:30 a.m. hearing in 
Greensboro on Friday, the judg- 
es will hear arguments for and 
against Persily’s proposed elec- 
tion district changes in Cumber- 
land, Guilford, Hoke, Mecklen- 
burg, Wake, Bladen, Sampson 
and Wayne counties. 

In his 69-page report to the 
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Shelters 
make space 
as weather 
becomes 
dangerous 


BY LYNN BONNER 
lbonner@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

An unusually large group of 
men sat in the South Wilming- 
ton Street Center cafeteria 
Tuesday afternoon, a time when 
most are encouraged to be out 
working, looking for work, or 
volunteering. 

The Wake County-run home- 
less shelter for men was oper- 
ating in “white flag,” cold weath- 
er mode, meaning that it adds 
more beds at night and lets peo- 
ple stay indoors during the day. 

Raleigh shelters in the white 
flag network break out extra 
mattresses, mats and sofa space 
when temperatures fall to 32 or 
below, or when it’s raining and 
38 degrees or below. 

Mark A. Henderson is used to 
walking around Raleigh as he 
learns about the city and pre- 
pares to establish a business as a 
new resident from Florida. 
Tuesday’s cold weather kept 
him inside the South Wilming- 
ton Street Center, where he 
spent time refining his business 
plan, talking with friends and 
thinking up ideas on how to help 
homeless people. A resident of 
South Wilmington Street for 57 
days, he’s preparing to leave the 
shelter for housing arranged 
through a volunteer group that 
helps veterans. 

“You would like to get out to 
access the resources Raleigh has 
to offer,” said Henderson, a 
56-year-old Air Force veteran 
and chef. “But it’s hard when 
it’s so cold.” 

The frigid temperatures mean 
more people living on the street 
seek shelter indoors. South Wil- 
mington Street has a usual ca- 
pacity of 234 people. Some cold 
nights, they get 30 to 50 more 
people. On Monday night, 100 
extra people came in, said Frank 
Lawrence, the center’s director. 

White flags motivate people 
to get inside, said Alice McGee, 
director of Church in the 
Woods, which searches for and 
provides supplies to homeless 
people living outdoors. But 
some people don’t want to go 
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PHOTOS BY TRAVIS LONG tlong@newsobserver.com 


Leesville Road Elementary School student Breanna Hough’s breath is visible as she waits to board a school bus on Tuesday along Raleigh 
Boulevard in Raleigh. Wake County Schools started classes two hours late Tuesday over concerns that buses would have trouble starting. 


NC braces as wet 
adds to the cold 


BY RON GALLAGHER 
rgallagher @newsobserver.com 
BY ABBIE BENNETT 
abennett @newsobserver.com 
BY AARON MOODY 
amoody@newsobserver.com 


RALEIGH 

Johnston County and other 
parts of central and eastern 
North Carolina are under a 
winter weather advisory today 
as the likelihood of snow grows, 
according to the National 
Weather Service in Raleigh. 

“Significant snowfall is pos- 
sible” this afternoon and tonight 
in the watch area, the weather 
service said. “Total snow accu- 
mulations of 1 to 3 inches are 
possible.” 

Today’s morning and evening 
commutes, however, are expect- 
ed to be clear in the Triangle 
area, with clouds gathering and 
snow beginning later in the 
evening. 

The winter weather advisory 
is in effect for areas in central 


and eastern North Carolina until 
Thursday morning. Most of the 
precipitation expected will fall 
as snow, possibly up to 5 inches 
in the heaviest hit areas. 

The overall forecast is for the 
most significant snow from 
Interstate 95 to the coast, 
ABC11 meteorologist Steve 
Stewart said. Most of that area is 
included in the watch, including 
Cumberland, Edgecombe, New 
Hanover, Pitt, Sampson, Wilson 
and Wayne counties. 

What remains uncertain is 
how far west the snow will ex- 
tend. 

A late Tuesday update from 
the weather service predicted 
about an inch of snow for the 
Wake County area and as much 
as 2 inches for Johnston County. 


ROADS AND SCHOOLS 

Bitter cold prompted most 
school districts in the Triangle 
to delay the start of school Tues- 
day morning. Most were waiting 
to make calls on early dismissals 
for today. 


Leesville Road Elementary School students board a school bus 
Tuesday morning along Raleigh Boulevard in Raleigh. 


Wake County roads, bridges 
and overpasses were sprayed 
with salt brine Tuesday. 

“Tnitial concentration will be 
the southern and southeastern 
parts of Wake County as that is 
where weather reports indicate 
there could be the most im- 
pact,” N.C. Department of 
Transportation spokesman Steve 
Abbott said. “If the forecast 
starts trending to the west, then 
they will be out for the rest of 
the county on Wednesday.” 

The extremely cold temper- 
atures mean any precipitation 


that falls could be more difficult 
to clear from the roads. Brine 
can only be applied when tem- 
peratures are above 20 degrees, 
as the salt-water brine solution 
can freeze onto the roadways 
and create icy conditions when 
temperatures are in the teens. 
Extreme cold in the evening and 
overnight also limits the ability 
of salt to melt snow and ice on 
roadways. Crews will need to 
wait for the rising temperature 
during the daytime to clear any 
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